


Kumart bl ot al

Discussion

Heterotopic pregnancy represents a form of dizygotic
twinning with separate sites of implantation of blastocyst.
The incidence of spontancous heterotopic pregnancy has
been estimated to be 1in 30,000 gestations'. The first case
of heterotopic pregnancy following clomiphene induced
ovulation was reported in 1971% Clomiphene by
hyvperstimulating the ovaries and probably by altering
the mvoelectrical activity responsible  for propulsive
action of fallopian tubes, is associated with increased
rate of twinning and ectopic pregnancy and thus could
be associated with a higher rate of heterotopic
pregnancy**. An carly diagnosis of heterotopic pregnancy
is important for the intrauterine fetus and the mother. In
ancarly case conservative management with laparoscopy
or by injecting potassium chloride solution in the ectopic
gestation sac under vaginal sonography is advised.

The signs and symptoms of heterotopic pregnancy have
been reviewed by Reece etal'. Heterotopic pregnancy has
been a rare cause of acute abdominal pain’. Ultrasound
is helpful and vaginal ultrasound is superior to
abdominal ultrasound for the diagnosis of ectopic
pregnancies. A diagnostic laparoscopy should be
performed whenever the diagnosis remains unclear”.

The present case emphasizes the possibility of heterotopic
pregnancy following clomiphene therapy and the adverse
consequences of missed diagnosis. Further observations
on such cases would define the risk. Gynecologists,
primary care physicians, sonologists, radiologists and
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emergency room physicians should have a high index oi
suspicion of heterotopic pregnancy in women who
conceive after using ovulation inducing agents.
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